Speak Out! Readers’  Theatre
Speak Out! Readers’ Theatre is a new resource for a new curriculum.  The goal of A Curriculum for Excellence is ‘to enable all young people to become successful learners, responsible citizens, effective contributors and confident individuals’1 and using this resource will support all children on their journey to excellence.  
Speak Out! Readers’ Theatre not only encompasses all four areas of language, but makes the link between each area, which is crucial to effective learning and teaching, obvious and meaningful.

Through repeated reading, with and without the tape, pupils develop confidence (which is vital to performance), fluency, knowledge about language and comprehension.
A five day timetable is suggested, where the pupils use Days 1 and 2 to familiarise themselves with the complete text through repeated readings and discussions.

Not allocating specific parts to pupils till Day 3 of the programme, facilitates effective small group learning as stated in ‘the five basic elements of co-operative learning:

· positive interdependence,

· individual accountability,

· face to face interaction,

· social skills and 

· group processing.’2
This helps the group members perceive the importance of working together and interacting in helpful ways.

Listening to the tape emphasises the importance of intonation and the effect it can have on meaning, as does attention to punctuation, thus making a link to the writer’s craft which the pupils will find beneficial when writing their own scripts.

By Day  4 of the programme, pupils are advised to make a tape recording of a rehearsal which is an ideal opportunity to self-assess and peer assess reading and to decide on next steps for improvement through discussion.
Pupils present this script to an audience on Day 5 and it is suggested that this performance is recorded, not only to assess the readers, but also to hear any comment or questions asked by the audience, and to take these on board before the next performance.
The second major component of Speak Out! is scriptwriting.  As advised in the Teacher’s Guide, pupils first introduction to scriptwriting should be a guided, group, shared experience using a good model, which is provided.
Prior to scriptwriting, time should be spent discussing the writers craft, as mentioned above.  This approach to writing is supported in the HMIE document ‘Developing Writing Through Reading, Talking and Listening’ which states that ‘teaching writing is most effective when: 


reading and talking come before writing;

the teacher provides an appropriate stimulus, structure, varied support and feedback;

the pupils have time to discuss, think, analyse text and try out skills before writing, and

models are used to support learning, not to dictate what pupils write.’3
All of the above can be achieved using Speak Out!, taking children further along the road on their journey to excellence.
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